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departed spirits whom primitive folk adore, certain individuals
are elevated to a larger worship by notoriety in life or death.
At this point a different selecting agency conies into play, that
of Successful Wonder Working; and it is by the luck of
acquiring a first-class reputation for efficacious answers to
vows that some few Manes emerge into a still higher and more
refined order of divinity. This is the kind of success which
has made tihe fortune of some of the most popular, the richest,
and the most widely-known gods in Berar., who do all the lead-
lag business, and possess the confidence of the respectable
and substantial professions. It should be remarked that the
earliest start of even a first-rate god may have been exceed-
ingly obscure; but if he or his shrine make a few good cures
at the outset (especially among women and valuable cattle), his
reputation goes rolling up like a snowball. One of the largest
annual fairs in Berar now gathers round the grave of an utterly
insignificant hermit. It thus becomes easy to perceive how
the source of a far-flowing religion may be lost in obscurity:
so that in .later times, when the divinity or the sect has
become famous, no one will accept the suggestion of a slight
or humble, or accidental, origin for so great a development.
The scholar explains the fact by soine picturesque theory
of mythical evolution; the devout believer builds up the
traditions of some extraordinary life, full of miracles and mystic
utterances.

Thus successful thaumaturgy, with lapse of time sufficient to
evaporate the lingering flavour of mortal origin, are the two
qualifications which lead to a high status among gods. But
interesf and a good connection open out short cuts to distinc-
tion for gods as well as for men. When the original saint ox*
hero belonged in the flesh to a particular tribe, caste, or pro-
fession, in such case he may beeoine the tutelary deity of that
community, and is less dependent on continual proof of his
efficacy, because the worship of him by his constituents is a
point of honour, tradition, and esprit de corps. On the other
l^and, a god* patronised exclusively by one trade or calling is
liable to drop into a department, by contracting a speciality
for the particular, needs and grievances of his congregation.